UKRAINE HASJOINED NATO WHETHER
RUSSIA LIKESIT OR NOT
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One of the bogus reasons that

Vladimir Putin laid out for hisincompetently executed invasion of Ukraine was to prevent Ukraine from joining
NATO. Against all evidence and commonsense, he claimed that Ukraine’'s membership in adefensive alliance
like NATO posed adirect threat to Russia.

Putin and his acolytes would have us believe that NATO has just been lying in wait for the chance to bring
Ukraine into NATO so NATO can invade Russia or something. Instead, in something of a geopolitical “own
goal,” the invasion of Ukraine has created a de facto expansion of NATO to include Ukraine, and ade jure
expansion of NATO to includeFinland and Sweden is only months away.

Last Thursday (4/07), the NATO foreign ministers met in an emergency session about Russia' sincreasingly
horrific and atrocity-filled invasion of Ukraine. However, unlike most NATO meetings, this one was
substantive. The main issue on the table was weaponry. Quantity, quality, and purpose were all concerns. To
date, the weaponry supplied to Ukraine has been defensive.

No more. Game-changing weapons began to flow to Ukraine immediately after the meeting.

Further, the attendees were not only NATO nations; there were also observers present: the European Union,
Sweden, Finland, Georgia, Japan, South Korea, Australia, New Zealand, and Ukraine. If Putin was afraid of
being surrounded before, he should take a quick look at his map now.

A very insightful statement came from Ukraine Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba: “1 think the deal that Ukraine
isoffering isfair. You give us weapons, we sacrifice our lives, and the war is contained in Ukraine.”

All of the actions taken by NATO countries indicate they have agreed to Mr. Kuleba's deal.
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What is happening in Ukraineis far more than a proxy war; it has turned into alow-key way of bringing
Ukraine into NATO.

While alot of attention was paid to Ukraine receiving armored vehicles (T-62s and BMPs from Czechiaand an
S-300 surface-to-air missile system from Slovakia), the big news was Ukraine buying 16 ZUZANA 2 self-
propelled 155mm howitzers.

Why isthe sale of 16 artillery pieces a big dea? Three millimeters. Russian artillery uses a 152mm projectile.
The NATO standard is 155mm. By the way, Georgiais also looking at buying this artillery. Like Ukraine, they
also use 152mm artillery, making them NATO compliant.

Western anti-tank weapons systems have already pushed the once-ubiquitous RPG-7 into near extinction. This
proliferation of advanced, man-portable anti-tank weapons from US Javelin and British NLAW to German
Panzerfaust 3 has achieved something of NATO standardization.

On the anti-aircraft side of the ledger, the US Stinger and British Starstreak are pushing the Russian Iglathe
way of the dodo.

Noticebleis Australia s providing combat-proven Bushmaster vehiclesto aid mobility. The Bushmaster is
similar to the US MRAP and provides agreat deal of crew protection and survivability. Britain has also
committed to sending 120 of their MRAP-equivalent, the Mastiff, to Ukraine. Again more standardization.

The USisaso involved in extensive intelligence sharing with Ukraine.

The director of the Defense Intelligence Agency described the sharing of information and intelligence between
the United States and the Ukrainians as “revolutionary in terms of what we can do” at a Thursday (4/07)
congressional hearing.

US Army Lt. Gen. Scott Berrier told the House Armed Services subcommittee on intelligence that he could go
into greater detail on how thisis being donein a closed session.

Army Gen. Paul Nakasone, who heads both Cyber Command and the National Security Agency, said that “in
my 35 years’ he has never seen a better sharing of accurate, timely and actionable intelligence than what has
transpired with Ukraine.

Thiskind of sharing, which involves a physical location, produces standardized intelligence collection and
analysis procedures. The processes developed here will become the standard way the Ukrainian Army operates.
Again, NATO standardization.

Needless to say, along with intelligence sharing comes joint operational planning. For NATO to efficiently
provide what Ukraine needs, it needs to be involved in the staff work of Ukraine’'s combat planning.

Alongside the arms and slow-motion process of bringing Ukraine' s Army into NATO standards of weaponry
and procedures, there is active collaboration with Ukraine’' s armed forces. On Wednesday (4/06), Pentagon
spokesman John Kirby reveaed that Ukrainian soldiers arein the United States receiving “ professiona military
training,” including how to use the Switchblade “suicide drone” system.

On Friday (4/08), the Wall Street Journal broke the story that Czechia, Slovakia, and other governments are
discussing repairing and rebuilding damaged Ukrainian equipment.

These deliberations are part of arealization that Russia’ s war with Ukraine could drag on for months if not
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longer—and that, in awar of attrition, Russia’ s overwhelming advantage in equipment could tilt the scalesin
Moscow’ s favor.

“1f the war is going to get longer and longer, the war equipment that is being damaged needs to get serviced,”
said a Czech defense ministry official. “Ukrainian repair houses are 100% busy, and they are asking other
nearby allies to help them with repairs.”

Inevitably, NATO will provide Ukraine with real tanks and infantry fighting vehicles to replace the Russian
scrapheaps they and the Russian Army are using. At that point, Ukraine will be equipped and trained like any
other NATO country.

What we are seeing is a complete integration of Ukraine into NATO without an official declaration. Ukrainian
troops are being armed, trained, supplied, and provided with operational intelligence and planning by NATO.

Shortly, we can expect to see major repairs of Ukrainian equipment performed outside Ukraine. Inevitably, new
Ukrainian formations will be organized and trained in areas that Russian missiles can't hit.

There are risks associated with these actions. Russia could conceivably launch an attack on some sitein a
NATO country engaged in supporting Ukraine, though given what we' ve seen about the Russian military, that is
a high-risk-low-payoff move.

But the openness of the transfer of the S-300 surface-to-air missile system from Slovakiato Ukraine, which
Russia had threatened to attack any such move, really gives the game away.

And that isNATO has decided that Putin isalot like the midget behind the curtain in the Wizard of Oz.

The Alliance's conclusion isthat the risk of not expanding NATO is exponentially greater than the risks
associated with enlarging the alliance either formally or informally.
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