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Mohammed' s “Night Journey”

[This Monday's TTP Archives feature was originally published on December 3, 2003. “ Fromthe river to the
sea,” the Palestinian battle cry that woke Wikipedia describes as an Arabic” focus on freedom,” is based on the
lie that Jerusalemis one of the holy sites of Islam. While the libs weep over Israel’s“ aggression” against the
Palestinians “ who just want peace,” let’s take another look at the evidence for the Moslem claim]

It isacommonplace in astory or article about the Arab-Israeli conflict that mentions Jerusalem to repeat the
Moslem mantra that “ Jerusalem is the third holiest city in all Islam, next to Mecca and Medina.”

Y ou'’ ve heard this innumerable times — but how come? Just why is Jerusalem so important to not just Jews and
Christians but Moslems as well?

Thereason isone single linein the Koran.
Sura(Chapter) 17 of the Koran is called -al-1sra, the Night Journey, due to the first verse which reads:

“ Praise be to him (Allah) who took his servant (Mohammed) by night (Isra’) from the Al-Haram Masjid
(sacred place of prostration or mosque) to the Al-Agsa Magjid (most distant mosque), whose environs we
(Allah) did bless, so that we might show him some of our signs, for he (Allah) is the All-Hearing and All-
Seeing One.”
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Hereisthe point to be clear on: The entire claim that Jerusalem is holy to the Moslems is based on the assertion
that the “most distant mosque” of the Koran’s Sura 17 was in Jerusalem.

In other words, if it could be shown that Sura 17° s most distant mosgue was not in Jerusalem, then Jerusalem
ceases to be aholy city to Islam.

Here' s the news, folks: an official publication of the Egyptian Government has done just that.

The journal of the Egyptian Ministry of Culture, Al Qahira, has an article by Islamic scholar Ahmad
Mohammad Arafa, entitled “Was the Prophet Mohammed' s Night Journey to Palestine or Medina?’*

Arafa s detailed analysis of Sura 17:1 showsthat it had to be the latter.

Arafa starts by affirming that the Al Haram Magjid isin Mecca. — but then notes that wherever the Al Agsa
Magid s, it can’'t be in Jerusalem because at the time there was no one there who believed in Mohammed or
gathered to pray at a place that served as a mosque.

In Mohammed' s lifetime (570-632), the inhabitants of what was called Palestine were Christians with a Jewish
minority. Not a single person among them was Moslem. If there could not be a magid, an Islamic place of
praying and prostration, in Jerusalem during Mohammed' s lifetime, then ipso facto, Jerusalem cannot be the
destination of the Night Journey.

Where then, was the Night Journey to? Arafa concludesit is Medina, 270 crow-fly miles north of Mecca (in
current Saudi Arabia; Jerusalem is 500 miles further, 770 miles north of Mecca).

Isra doesn't just mean “night.” The verbal form of it means “moving secretly by night from a place of danger to
aplace of safety.”

That is, Sura17:1 relates Allah’ s ordering Mohammed to travel secretly from his enemiesto a place where he
had converts who would protect him — which means the Night Journey actually refersto the Hgjlira—
Mohammed' s flight from Mecca to Medina in 622 AD, Islanm’ s founding event which provides Year Onein the
Moslem calendar.

Think of what this means. The entire rationale for the Moslem claim that Mount Moriah, Jerusalem’s Temple
Mount and the Jewish people’ s most sacred site for 3,000 years, really belongs to them has been demolished —
by aMoslem scholar.

When Arab armies conquered the Middle East after Mohammed’ s death, competing Caliphs (an Islamic
Pope/King) arose in Damascus and Mecca. To strengthen his claim to legitimacy, the former decreed Jerusalem,
right next door to Damascus, was the destination of Sura 17:1, and built a mashhad or pilgrimage shrine on top
of theruins of Israel’s Second Temple (destroyed by the Romansin 70 AD, it was built in 515 BC and rebuilt
by Herod in 34 BC).

The shrine was called Qubbut As-Sakrah, the Dome of the Rock, next to which was built a mosgue, called —
you guessed it — the Al Agsa Mosgue.

The formal Moslem name for the entire Temple Mount is Al Haram ash-Sharif, the Sacred Sanctuary, but the



common name for the complex issimply Al Agsa.

Note that the entire Temple Mount, where David’ s son Solomon built the First Temple in the 10th Century BC
and the locus of the Jewish religion for millennia, is claimed by the Moslems as theirs. All the Jews have left is
what’ s left of the Second Temple’' s wall — the Western or Wailing Wall — at the Mount’ s base.

The Temple Mount of Jerusalem

It istime now for the Jews to reassert their claim to the Temple Mount. Any claim that Jerusalem must be the
capital of aPalestinian State sinceit is so holy to Moslems can now be refuted. Jerusalem is properly sacred to
Jews and Christians — but now it is no longer to Moslems.

*Al Qahira, August 5, 2003. Translated by the Middle East Media Research Institute, MEMRI Bulletin 564,
September 2, 2003.

Copyright ©2024 2 The Point News unless otherwise noted.


https://www.tothepointnews.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/The-Temple-Mount-of-Jerusalem.png
https://www.memri.org/reports/egyptian-ministry-culture-publication-prophet-muhammads-night-journey-was-not-jerusalem
https://www.memri.org/reports/egyptian-ministry-culture-publication-prophet-muhammads-night-journey-was-not-jerusalem

