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This is Caño Cristales, a river flowing through an ancient tableland in a remote roadless region deep in the 
forests of Colombia. Known as The Liquid Rainbow, geologists consider it the world’s most beautiful river.

The colors are due to endemic riverweeds that grow only here, clinging to the rocks of the riverbed, and the 
crystal clarity of the water. It is not easy to get to – fly a light plane to an airstrip, take a boat upriver for miles, 
then walk a few miles more. But then you get to explore one of the most beautiful sights nature has to offer – 
replete with dozens of small fun waterfalls, surrounded by an uninhabited forest teeming with tropical birds.

No wonder National Geographic calls Caño Cristales “the River of the Garden of Eden.” Yet it is only one of 
the many extraordinary experiences in this huge country – for Colombia is larger than Texas and California 
combined. Wheeler Expeditions will be conducting an exploration of Hidden Colombia in 2023. Hope you can 
be with us. (Glimpses of Our Breathtaking World #22photo ©Jack Wheeler)
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