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My wife Rebel and I love 

this uniquely picturesque ancient Berber village in Morocco where everything is painted in shades of blue. 
Suffused in soothing blue, there’s no more relaxed place than just about anywhere. Everyone is welcome from 
the wealthy staying in sumptuous boutique hotels to backpackers in hostels. There are no “tourist spots,” for 
every café and bar is where the locals go themselves. (It’s pronounced shef-shah-win, by the way.)

Berbers – “Amazigh” (Unconquered) in their language, are the original people of Morocco having lived there 
for over 12,000 years. They are directly related to the reindeer-herding Lapps of Lapland in northern 
Scandinavia (they share the same mitochondrial DNA haplogroup U5b1b). Both are descended from the same 
stock of Cro-Magnon Ice Age hunters in Western Europe that split in two 15,000 years ago – one moving far 
north, the other south crossing the Gibraltar Strait to Africa.

One more reason why Morocco is so magical. Would you like to experience the Magic of Morocco with us next 
year? (Glimpses of Our Breathtaking World #21photo ©Jack Wheeler)
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