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In a remote valley between the northern escarpment of the Tibetan Plateau and the Gobi Desert of Inner 
Mongolia, you find these magic painted mountains of red sandstone created by Himalayan uplift and millions of 
years of erosion.  It’s at the sunrise light of early dawn that the colors are most apparent before they get 
sunwashed in the bright of day.  It takes quite a hike in pre-dawn darkness to get to the right viewpoints at the 
right time, but certainly worth it. (Glimpses of Our Breathtaking World #261 photo ©Jack Wheeler)
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