GRAND ESCALANTE STAIRCASE
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Asyou can see, this place is aptly named. It is simply phantasmagorical — nature on LSD. Then again, so much
of southern Utah istoo, for close by Escalante are the Vermillion Cliffs, Capitol Reef, Bryce Canyon, Zion
Canyon, Monument Valley and alot more.

The entire areais Navaho country, so it isno surprise their native religion is based on peyote, a cactus
containing the hallucinogen, mescaline, with the Navaho belief that nature surrounding them was designed by
the Peyote Bird.

However, it is not necessary to take any hallucinogen to achieve a sense of ecstasy being here — just a deep

appreciation of what a wondrous world — a breathtaking world — it isthat we are all privileged to be aivein. (
Glimpses of Our Breathtaking World #180 photo ©Jack Wheeler)
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