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My first Everest expedition was in October, 1987. I took this photo climbing above the Rongbuk Monastery. 
The enormous North Face of Mount Everest is entirely in Tibet. The summit at 8,848 meters/29,029 feet is in 
the jet stream with the plume flowing left along the Northeast Ridge, the climbing route of Mallory and Irvine in 
1924.

On the back side of the ridge is the Kangshung Face, also in Tibet. On the right side is the West Ridge, the 
border between Tibet and Nepal. At the right time of year, the setting sun turns the whole North Face bright 
pink. At any time of year on a clear day like this, you are witnessing one of the most magnificent sights our 
planet has to offer. (Glimpses of Our Breathtaking World #105photo ©Jack Wheeler)
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