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June 2002, the Vulture’s Mouth Glacier. In the deepest heart of the Gobi Desert of Mongolia, south of the 
Flaming Cliffs where Roy Chapman Andrews discovered dinosaur eggs in the 1920s, there is a naked spine of 
mountains called the Gurvan Saihan. In the Gurvan Saihan there is a deep gorge called Yol Alyn, the Vulture’s 
Mouth. And in the Vulture’s Mouth, there is a glacier.

It is not a big glacier, the continual ice buildup of a stream that never melts even in the heat of the Gobi summer. 
Yet it is a glacier nonetheless, thick enough for my son Jackson and I to walk on for more than a mile. The 
Vulture’s Mouth Glacier is just one of a multitude of extraordinary experiences Mongolia has to offer the 
explorer. Are you up for exploring it with me this summer of 2023? (Glimpses of Our Breathtaking World #90
photo ©Jack Wheeler)
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