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The Matterhorn at 14,692 ft in the Swiss Alps is 

arguably the most famous mountain in the world. By extreme luck, I was able to reach its summit with my guide 
Alfons Franzen at age 14 (in 1958!). The summit is not a point but a ridge 100 feet or so long and only 2 feet 
wide, like a knife blade in the sky.

This was my formative great adventure that set me on my life path. For over forty years that path has been 
providing friends and clients with great adventures for their own lives. (Glimpses of Our Breathtaking World 
#30photo ©Jack Wheeler)
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