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This masterpiece, of 

Rennaisance painter Caravaggio (1571-1610) was completed in 1597 and hangs in the Uffizi Gallery in 
Florence where I took this picture. It is a genius portrayal of one of the most legendary Greek myths, the 
demigod hero Perseus slaying the gorgon monster Medusa.  She was thought unconquerable with her head of 
snakes, for anyone who gazed upon her was turned to stone. Yet Perseus chose to battle her with a shield that 
was a bronze mirror on the outside.  Thus when they fought, she saw herself in the shield’s reflection, turning 
herself into stone.  The painting depicts the moment of horror she realizes what has happened, which 
Caravaggio painted on a simulated shield.

A visit to the Uffizi is an absolute must should you ever visit Florence. (Glimpses of Our Breathtaking World 
#279 photo ©Jack Wheeler)
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