ANOTHER WORLD OF AWE
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Reading Joel’ s beautiful Keeping Your Sanity with a Sense of Awe posted on October 4th 2021, with its mention
of the sun reflecting off the kelp beds of Monterey Bay, | couldn’t help thinking of asimilar experience | had.

I learned how to scuba dive off the California coast, particularly in the waters off Catalina lsland. Kelp plants
grow to spread their leaves on the ocean surface, but it’'s underwater you experience their true beauty. They rise
from the bottom rocks of the shallow ocean floor near the coast as a forest, and when the sun’srays shine
through them, it isamagical sight to see them turn the color of gold.

Thefirst time | saw thison adive off Catalinal was transfixed in atrue moment of absolute awe, in atransport
of appreciation of the Creation in which we are privileged to exist.

The photo you seeisnot mine as | did not have an underwater camera, | could only take a picture with my
mind’'s eye which | have never forgotten. So the photo is an approximation of what | saw, yet it brings back that
memorable moment of awe | had almost sixty years ago. Thanks, Joel. (Glimpses of Our Breathtaking World
#162)
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