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There are two Congos in Africa. The better known is the former Belgian Congo, once known as Zaire, now DR 
Congo (for Democratic Republic), also called Kinshasa Congo after its capital.

The lesser known is the former French Congo, now Republic of Congo, or Brazzaville Congo after its capital. 
Brazzaville is on the north side of a widening of the Congo River known as the Stanley Pool, while right across 
from it on the south side is Kinshasa.

It is in Brazzaville that you will find this magnificent monument to Christianity, the Cathedral of Sainte-Anne, 
with its roof covered in gleaming green-turquoise tiles, huge copper doors, and soaring arched interior bathed in 
sunlight. The people of Brazzaville are joyously Christian, attending 5pm Mass dressed in their most colorful 
finery. You’ll see Christianity truly come to life here. (Glimpses of Our Breathtaking World #174 photo ©Jack 
Wheeler)
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